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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

10/620,259 
Examiner 
Ngan Ngo 



Applicant(s) 

ROBB ET AL 
Art Unit 

2814 



Period for Rep^""'" 0 DATEofthis commu ^ion appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ~ 

MuETSS RSEflSSX PERI0D F0R REPLY IS SET T0 EXPIRE * MONTH (S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION • 

• fr^t^ .nnoeve„,, h oweve r , m a yar ep, yb e,i m e, yfi ,e d ' 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by aa,^ communication. 

Status 

1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. . 2b)D This action is non-final. "' ;-. 

3)D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213.- 

Disposition of Claims 

. 4)13 Claim(s) Ml is/are pending 'in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) . is/are allowed. h 

6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. . 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. ' 

8) 13 Claim(s) Ml are subject to restriction* and/or election requirement,. " 

• *. '■ 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. : 
10)S The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)Q objected toby the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
_ Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is.objected to. See 37 CFR 1 121(d) 

1 ! )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

* • . 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim forforeign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (0. 

a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: ■ 

. . 1D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. ' 
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Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 
Information Disclosure Statements) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 
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Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 
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Restriction to.one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. §121: 

I. Claims 1 0-1 9, drawn to a semiconductor device, classified in Class 257 
subclass 332. 

II. Claims 1-9, drawn to a process for using a semiconductor device, 
classified in Class 327, subclass 100+. 

■ > • 

■III. Claims 20-31 , drawn to a protection circuit', classified in Class 257 • 
subclass 355. 

» 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

- r * * 

Inventions I and II are related as product and process of use. The inventions can 
be shown to be distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1 ) the process 

for using the product as claimed can be practiced with another materially 
product or (2) the product as claimed can be used in a materially different process of 
using that product (MPEP § 806.05(h)). In the instant case unpatentability of the group I 
invention would not necessarily imply unpatentability of the group II invention, since the 
device of the group I invention could be used by processes materially different than 
those of the group II invention. For example, the device in claim 10 can be used without 
the step of "claimping a forward voltage" as required by claim 1 

i ... 

Inventions I and III are independent from each other. Invention III does not have 
•the trench gate region as defined in claim 10. Invention I can be used without the 
utilization circuit as- defined in claim 20. 

* * 

* * m 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and, as shown , 
by the above different classifications, the fields of search are not co-extensive and 
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separate examination would be required, restriction for examination purposes as 
indicated is proper. 

Applicant is advised that the response to this requirement to be complete must 
include an election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be 
traversed. . > 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Examiner Ngan 
Ngo at telephone number (571 ) 272-1 71 1 . The fax number for the Art. unit is (703) 308- 
7722. . • 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is - 
(703)308-0956. 

* ■ i 
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Primary Examiner 
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May 24, 2004 



